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	Sport
	Football

	Article #
	     
	Bylaw #
	3.11
	Sport Championship Handbook #
	     

	Proposed Revisions (Show existing wording and proposed revision. Do not “cut and paste” from pdf file. Underline additions (new wording) and strikethrough deletions. (Note: To underline or strikethrough, highlight word/s, then click on font menu and make selection. To enter a tab space, use “control” “tab”.)

	Football                                          Max: 10 contests + 1 Scrimmage

Practice Scrimmage may begin:     (See Bylaw 3.12)

Game/Meet/Match may begin:       Friday, 14 15 weekends prior to end of PC

Conference Competition ends:       2 Saturdays prior to Thanksgiving

Postconference competition ends: 3 Saturdays after Thanksgiving                                 


	Intent (Briefly state how the proposal will improve/benefit the current regulation):

	The intent of this legislative proposal is to support the health and safety of football playing student-athletes. Increasing the football season by one additional week on the front end will allow for make-up opportunities due to climate issues as well as provide the American Division in both the north and south an additional bye week during their division season.


	Rationale (Briefly state why the change is needed):

	Over the past four years, California has been experiencing extreme wildfires, rolling power outages, and heightened AQI’s necessitating the cancellation and rescheduling of football games. This situation undoubtedly will worsen before it gets better and will be the norm in our state for the foreseeable future. Because the duration of the season is so tight, the opportunities to play make-up games is limited, which could adversely affect the PRI and playoff and Bowl implications. The current procedure for a make-up is to play on the next available date. Because the sport of football is extremely physical, adequate days between games should be considered. Having to play on a Monday or Tuesday then turn around and play on either a Friday or Saturday only provides three or four days of rest, clearly placing student-athletes at risk. In researching through the NCAA and other intercollegiate organizations, there is no prescribed minimum number of days of rest between games for football, but it behooves our organization to focus on the health and safety of our student-athletes by addressing this issue. Additionally, the American Divisions in both the north and south have a unique scheduling dynamic where 2 teams have to play 10 weeks straight, 2 teams play 9 weeks straight, and 2 teams play 8 weeks straight thereby eliminating the important week of rest between consecutive games. By starting the football season one week earlier, a bye week could be placed between the end of conference competition and the post-season for the National Divisions allowing colleges the opportunity to make-up games cancelled by extreme AQI’s, power outages, or other natural disasters. For the American Divisions to include an additional week, a second bye week can be inserted into the schedule thereby eliminating the consecutive 10, 9, or 8 week schedule without a mid-season bye. Assuming the season is not adversely affected by natural disasters, the additional week can also be used as recovery for our students, and to focus on the impending forthcoming finals/mid-terms.


	Impact Regarding Gender Equity:

	None     


ii
	Financial Impact (use additional pages if necessary)

	
If affecting event budget: Provide existing budget and budget for proposal (include team/personnel travel expenses, equipment, facilities, etc.)

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

If affecting college budget: Provide dollar amount increases/decreases by category, i.e., change in required personnel, equipment, facilities, etc.

	The additional week will require athletic trainers and equipment managers to begin work one week earlier however, many have already returned to prepare for the upcoming season. The normal off months for ATC’s and Equipment Manager’s that work a 10 month schedule are usually June and July so they typically report back to work in August anyway.      
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